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Applied Research Forum elicits a proactive discussion

n April 4th, a cool and rainy Friday

evening, our Department hosted an

applied research forum for its alum-

ni, students, and staff. The purpose
of the event was largely to allow alumni to recon
nect with each other and with our Department.
More than thirty people werein attendance. Each
of the Department's programs were represented
by at least one or two alumni from each decade
up to the 1960s. The evening began with about a
half hour of socialization and networking, fol-
lowed by a presentation by our Professor of
Urban Affairs, Scott Cummings During the
presentation, entitled "Creating Public Policy
Information Systems,” Dr. Cummings spoke
about his experience in creating a database about
St. Louis City neighborhoods. In addition to
addressing the needs of youth and the elderly of
St. Louis, the database had been expanded to
include a wide variety of data about population,
crime, real estate,
and economics. An
information system
such as this one
may be a useful tool
in making decisions
about public policy [
as well as develop- |1
ment. It can be uti-
lized by govern-
ment agencies, non-
profits, and busi-
nesses concerned
with real estate and
local development
matters.  Though
initial funding came
from the City, this
database will likely be maintained and distrib-
uted by the University. The central questions
posed in the forum were how should this infor-
mation be available and to whom? There are
many options for distributing this information,
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Community leader and early alum Lou Berra, MUA.

but the trick is to come up with the one that will

provide the most utility for the City while ensur-

ing that the University has enough resources to
maintain the data. 1t could be made available on
a website or sold to different entities, with the
cost dependent on whether or not the buyer is a
non-profit organization.

After Dr. Cumming's presentation, attendees
brought up issues and ideas regarding how this
information could be used. One of our origina
Urban Affairs alum Lou Berra thought that the
information in the database might be useful to
real-estate professionals, thus reducing the
degree to which development in St. Louis is
based on politics. Urban Affairs alumnus
Debbie Irwin, director of the Dutchtown South
Community Corporation, mentioned that the
database, especially the information on day-care
providers, could be useful to her organization.
Doug Rasmussen (Masters of Arts in Urban
Affairs) thought the information, particularly the
crime data, might bring up questions about

redlining and promote fairer insurance rates. The | |

data from the system revealed where property
crimes actually take place, debunking miscor+
ceptions of where crime was thought to be fre-
quent. Others brought up issues of how power

Continued on page 5.
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NEWS IN RESEARCH

A message from our Chairperson, Dr. Mary Domahidy

syou read this newsletter, you will experience
just some of the energy of the Department of
Public Policy Studies. Clearly our faculty
and students are engaged in linking the
research and policy communities. In doing so,
we are building on a tradition that reaches back to our
foundations in the Center for Urban Programs of 1968.
On February 14th, 2003, | was reminded of what an
extended learning community this department is. On that
day, | attended aluncheon for The Learning Tree, an inter-
generational day care program. A group of students from
the Urban Issues Symposium presented their feasibility

study for expanding the facility, a project they under-
took for their coursework. In the audience were
alumni of our degree programs, including some who
had previously completed projects for the same
course! Our alumni are involved in building, consult-
ing, fund raising, lending, organizing, planning, and
other ways of serving across the region. Another
way we can share what we are learning in the class-
room or in the field is by visiting our newly revised
website at publicservice.slu.edu/pps Please take
time to peruse it and share your comments and
experiences with us!

Public Policy Studies participates in the

Third Annual Saint Louis University Atlas Week

nce a year, the Saint Louis University Provost's Office
sponsors Atlas Week, a week of lectures, classes, work-
shops, and other activities that highlight the international
aspects of education at SLU and celebrates our role in
international education and service. Thisyear's Atlasweek took place
during the week of March 31<t through April 4th. Inside the theme of
"Global Chalenges," topics addressed multiple current world affairs,
such as AIDSin Africa, Middle East conflicts, and terrorism.
Representatives from our Department addressed the topic of
"Global Challenges of Urban Growth." Dr. Joyce Ann Presdey and
Public Administration graduate student Carrie Menendez presented
information on their experience with growth-related problems in
developing countries. Dr. Pressey spoke about the problems of envi-
ronmental stress, inadequate infrastructure, inequity in distribution of
systems and services, and uncontrolled land use in poorer countries.
Each problem relates to urban population growth and urban to rurd
migration. This overloads the unprepared cities and resultsin poor air
and water quality and crowded and congested areas. This, in turn,
makes these areas more vulnerable to natural disasters and disease and
tends to lead to socia and civil unrest.

Following Dr. Pressley's presen
tation, Menendez spoke about her
experience in Nairobi, Kenya over the
summer. She showed pictures of the
sum of Kibera, where she and other
students conducted a community
development study during a summer
class. Kiberaisconsidered the second
largest dum in the world and has
numerous problems such as over-
crowding, unemployment, inadequate
health care, and poor housing. Infact,
much of the housing is temporary and
made up of mud and scrap metal.



